
WHEN CHOOSING SEATS ,

F EATURES COUNT.

By S EAN KELLEY

Yo u’re going to be sitting on it for ye a rs
and hundreds of thousands of miles; yo u
might as well spend some time spec’ing
it. When ow n e r- o p e ra t o rs walk into a big
rig show room, their fi rst order of busi-

ness is usually ch rome and hors e p owe r. They seldom
spend much time on seats, say manufacture rs ,
even though the dri ve r’s seat is one of the two
pieces of big rig equipment tru cke rs intera c t
w i th the most (the st e e ring wheel is the other). 

S u ch attitudes are pro b a b ly short-sighted, say
seat make rs. A quality seat can make a big diffe r-
ence in health and level of fatigue at the end of th e
d ay. The right seat can prevent injuries and dow n t i m e
and make wo rk easier. And it’s a lot easier today th a n
it was 10 ye a rs ago to find a chair designed for com-
fo rt as well as dura b i l i t y.

What has changed about seats is dramatic: 
• S u p p o rt systems with up to seven adjustable air

b l a d d e rs in the cushions;
• Fo rm - fitted metal and composite seat

and back pans;
• Cushions that adjust in length and angl e ;
• Denser foam that can keep fo rm longer;
• Ad j u stable suspensions that reduce bottoming and

topping out; and 
• Dozens of options ranging from heated cushions to

e l e c t ronic memory contro l s .
While adjusta b i l i t y, f lexibility and cre a t u re com-

fo rts such as massage have become sta n d a rd or at
l e a st offe red as popular options, the biggest change in
seats in the past 10 ye a rs is size. Plainly put, seat cush-
ions that we re once 18 inches wide have swollen to
20, 22 and 24 inches. Seat make rs sell fewer 18 - i n ch
cushions because their cust o m e rs — like the re st of
A m e rica — have gotten bigger. Changes to tru ck cab
design have given seat make rs room to grow, too.

Ac c o rding to manufacture rs, the typical seat ord e r
includes a cushion of at least 21 inches. Some dri ve rs opt
for 22-inch cushions, the maximum width allowed by
m o st cab designs. Oth e rs squeeze in 24 - i n ch cushions,
the larg e st made for tru cks by any seat manufacture r. 

the b ot to m
l i n e

The right seat can make your life on the road more 
comfortable and more profitable — with less downtime
because of injuries.



A l though the ave rage tru cker may
be getting bigger, changes in the dri-
ver pool also have affected seat
design. To d ay ’s seats are much more
a d j u stable, fitting the 4-fo ot - 10 - i n ch ,
90-pound female dri ver and the 6-
fo ot - 10 - i n ch, 400-pound cow b oy of
the ro a d .

Seats are designed to fit bet ween 95
and 98 percent of the dri ver popula-
tion — a wide spectrum that includes
d ri ve rs who are short but big, tall dri-
ve rs who are thin and eve ry thing in
b et ween. The imp roved adjusta b i l i t y
a l l ows dri ve rs of va rying size to com-
fo rta b ly use the same seat. 

S u ch adjustability costs more, as do
o ptions not included on tru ck seats as
re c e n t ly as 10 ye a rs ago. In fact an
ow n e r- o p e rator can spend bet we e n
$300 and $2,000 on a seat. What does two grand get
you that $300 doesn’t? Premium seat manufacture rs
o ffer top-of-the-line suspension systems, self-leve l i n g
ch a i rs, auto-memory, leath e r, massage and heat. 

The fe a t u res are wo rth it for some dri ve rs for com-
fo rt and health reasons. Whereas basic seats offer a
s i mple mechanical adjustment to support the back,
b etter seats offer multiple air ch a m b e rs that support
the kidneys and the upper and lower lumbar. Seat
p re s s u re points can be changed th roughout the day
on some models, keeping dri ve rs fre s h e r.

That in turn allows for many more hours of dri v i n g
w i thout suffe ring fatigue, numbness or muscle pain.
O ther fe a t u res such as active massage and heat also
help back, leg and shoulder muscles cope with 10 - ,
12- or 14-hour wo rk d ays. 

Seat make rs also have made it possible to fi n e - t u n e
common adjustments in functions such as recline and
tilt. Genera l ly, the more money a dri ver spends on a
seat, the finer the adjustments. For exa mple, a ch e a p-
er seat will allow a dri ver to adjust a seat in incre-
ments of 2.3 degrees. Fancier seats allow adjust m e n t s
to half a degree. 

M a n u f a c t u re rs also have made changes to suspension
s ystems to smooth out big potholes while keeping dri-
ve rs from bottoming or topping out on wa s h b o a rd ro a d s .

Wider suspensions are available for big-
ger dri ve rs to ease sway and lean as th e
t ru ck ta kes curves and corn e rs. Like-
wise, wider suspensions are better fo r
t ru cke rs who wo rk on and off road. 

S h o ck absorbers also offer more
fine tuning, allowing the suspension
to be st i ffened or loosened depending
on the road conditions. Some suspen-
sions can change even the viscosity of
the fluid in the absorber, allowing fo r
a wide range of adjustments to th e
seat suspension. 

The more ro b u st a suspension, th e
longer a seat will last and the more
c o m fo rt dri ve rs will enjoy. Better seat
cushions also help. Most tru ck seats
— even expensive ones — are typically
foam over ply wood or metal, but a
few fe a t u re coiled springs, like qu a l i-

ty furn i t u re. The springs spread out weight more
eve n ly over the entire cushion, re l i eving pre s s u re
points on the tailbone. Other seat make rs fe a t u re
molded steel seat pans and backs that help the fo a m
fit to the body more erg o n o m i c a l ly.

Seat cove rings are also imp o rtant, and most mod-
els are available in a va ri ety of cove rs to suit the tru ck-
e r’s personal ta ste, from vinyl to leather to velour to
s y n th etic leath e rs. Fa b rics also have imp roved dra-
m a t i c a l ly. Durable coatings and circular we aves mean
the ave rage cushion can go more miles and re s i st
stains and we a r. The cost of fabric is also a big factor;
l e a ther can add hundreds to the cost of a tru ck and be
m o re difficult to ta ke care of. Dri ve rs who get in and
out of tru cks a lot or wo rk in difficult and dirty condi-
tions may want a fabric that cleans easily, whereas dri-
ve rs who are on their ke i st e rs all day may choose a fab-
ric pure ly for comfo rt and st yl e .

W h a t ever seat you want is available. Just don’t fo r-
g et to spec’ it out.

OV ERD RI VE  SP EC G UID E 20 0 5 95

PREMIUM SEAT MANUFACTU R E RS OFFER TO P- O F-T H E-LINE 

S U S P E N SION SYSTEMS, SELF-LEVELING CHAIRS, 

AUTO - M E M O RY, LEATHER, MAS SAGE AND HEAT.

S EAT SPECS. The seats included in the spec listings
represent the products from each manufacturer that are
most popular with owner-operators. Consult a dealer for
information on other models; contact information begins
on Page 6. 
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